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 The claims of Christianity hang on the topic of forgiveness



 Forgiveness and Relationships



 “Forgive and forget”

 Deny that “something happened”

 Going back into the same situation we got hurt

 Reconciliation



 Letting go of our right to revenge



Matthew 18:23-35 Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a 
certain king, who would take account of his servants. And when he had 
begun the reckoning, one was brought unto him, who owed him ten 
thousand talents. But since he had nothing to pay, his lord commanded 
him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and 
payment to be made. The servant therefore fell down, and worshiped 
him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay you all. Then 
the lord of that servant was moved with compassion, and released him, 
and forgave him the debt. But the same servant went out, and found 
one of his fellow servants, who owed him a hundred pence: and he laid 
hands on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me what you 
owe. 



And his fellow servant fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, 
Have patience with me, and I will pay you all. And he would not: but 
went and cast him into prison, till he should pay the debt. So when his 
fellow servants saw what was done, they were very sorry, and came 
and told unto their lord all that was done. Then his lord, after that he 
had called him, said unto him, O you wicked servant, I forgave you all 
that debt, because you desired me: Should not you also have had 
compassion on your fellow servant, even as I had pity on you? And his 
lord was angry, and delivered him to the jailers, till he should pay all 
that was due unto him. So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also 
unto you, if you from your hearts forgive not everyone his brother their 
trespasses. 



Matthew 18:23-24 Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a 
certain king, who would take account of his servants. And when he had 
begun the reckoning, one was brought unto him, who owed him ten 
thousand talents. 



Matthew 18:25 But since he had nothing to pay, his lord commanded 
him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and 
payment to be made. 



Matthew 18:26 The servant therefore fell down, and worshiped him, 
saying, Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay you all. 



Matthew 18:27 Then the lord of that servant was moved with 
compassion, and released him, and forgave him the debt. 



Matthew 18:28 But the same servant went out, and found one of his 
fellow servants, who owed him a hundred pence: and he laid hands on 
him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me what you owe. 



Matthew 18:29 And his fellow servant fell down at his feet, and 
besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and I will pay you all. 



Matthew 18:30 And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, 
till he should pay the debt. 



Matthew 18:31-33 So when his fellow servants saw what was done, 
they were very sorry, and came and told unto their lord all that was 
done. Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O you 
wicked servant, I forgave you all that debt, because you desired me: 
Should not you also have had compassion on your fellow servant, even 
as I had pity on you? 



Matthew 18:34 And his lord was angry, and delivered him to the jailers, 
till he should pay all that was due unto him. 



Matthew 18:35 So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if 
you from your hearts forgive not everyone his brother their trespasses. 



Matthew 7:2 For with what judgment you judge, you shall be judged: 
and with what measure you measure, it shall be measured to you 
again. 



 Why is Bernd stressing the “We are evil” message over and over 
again?



 Forgiveness is a difficult topic
• There are many misconceptions about forgiveness
• It’s a matter of the heart
• It’s a long process



 Looking down on people because of their outward actions

 Comparing our works with the works of others

 General lack of trust



 Avoidance of past experiences

 Sudden emotional reactions

 Blaming

 …



 Confess our own sinfulness first

 Ask God for a revelation of His forgiveness towards us

 Ask God to change our hearts

 Make a decision, no matter what your feelings tell you



 Forgiveness is key to our relationship with God

 Forgiveness is also key to healthy friends and healthy families

 Forgiveness is evidence of Faith


